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AUSTRALASIAN SAFARI 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.25 pm]: I rise this 
afternoon to say a few words about the upcoming Australasian Safari, which will commence late next week, 
starting in Perth, heading straight to Geraldton and then passing through a number of towns, including 
Gascoyne Junction, Exmouth and Carnarvon, before finishing in Kalbarri. I am raising this subject tonight not to 
talk about the safari itself, which sees competitors challenged across more than 3 000 kilometres of rough 
Western Australian terrain, but rather to talk about one of its competitors—Count Me In Ambassador Jim Cairns. 
Supported by Fairholme Disability Support Group, of which I have been proud to be a patron for a number of 
years, Jim has entered this year’s safari in the side-by-side category. With his navigator and co-driver, 
Rex Baker, Jim will be travelling across the terrain in a modified bush buggy. 

What makes Jim’s involvement special is that he is participating under the banner of the Count Me In message. 
He is also the first and only paraplegic driver to participate in the history of the safari. It is, however, not the first 
time that he has participated, for it was his participation some 29 years ago in the safari, albeit under a different 
name at that time, that tragically saw him become a paraplegic, when he crashed during the event in Queensland, 
shattering his right femur and breaking his spine. In spite of this accident and everything that has flowed from it, 
Jim is a wonderful example of a person who does not see his disability as a barrier, and is a very strong advocate 
of the message that sits behind the Count Me In banner—that is, that all Western Australians live in welcoming 
communities that promote citizenship, friendship, mutual support and, most importantly, a fair go for everyone. 
I might also say that, although I have not met Rex, Jim’s co-driver, I know that he, too, is a strong advocate, 
having previously been a carer and advocate for his mother, who had multiple sclerosis. 

Tonight, as patron of Fairholme and as a member of Parliament, I simply wanted to wish Jim and Rex a very safe 
journey as they travel under some pretty gruelling conditions. I also want to thank the Disability Services 
Commission for supporting Jim in his endeavours in spreading the Count Me In message in the communities that 
they will be travelling through, and I also acknowledge the Minister for Disability Services, Hon Helen Morton, 
who is in the chamber tonight, for adding her support earlier this week to Jim and Rex’s latest adventure. Finally, 
I want to recognise the invaluable work undertaken by Fairholme Disability Support Group, which continues to 
play an important role in enriching the lives of people with disability or mental illness, their families and carers. 
I have spoken about this group on a number of occasions in this house and I will continue to do so. It is a group 
that is made up entirely of volunteers who have an absolute commitment to and passion for assisting the most 
vulnerable members of our community. Their individual advocacy, their work on various community projects, 
including the safari that I have just mentioned and the fantastic Great Bike Hike held a couple of years ago, 
which saw them travel from Perth to Broome—something that I could not even imagine doing—and their annual 
Artists by the River exhibition, all show what one support group can positively do to enrich the lives of others 
within the Western Australian community. 

Before we go home tonight, I want to wish Jim, Rex and their supporters a safe journey. It is fair to say that this 
safari is not without risk, but I hope that their participation will prove incredibly positive in spreading the 
message that everyone, irrespective of ability, can participate and make a significant contribution to the 
community. 
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